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In spite of the treacherous
conditions and sub zero
temperatures, the Raid de Himalaya
happens to be one event which
anyone with the slightest of interast
in rallying waits for. Mostly because
you need a stock car with a sump
_guard and hucket loads of courage
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sl serudiny, the com-
petitors hined up for
the flag off and peaple

bl come with a va-
riety of vehicles, The first leg
consisted of 229kilometres
eicling in Sagla, Although we
were an lafmae for the first
hit, being 2 TRI) Time-Speed-
Digkanaa) o constanl vigil had
to-be kept so that we dont
ench ap oo bube or worse still,
irdy, il the time eonitrol post

i T But il bigger threat was

getling bost or missing o TC.
B'-Pj]ig thie frst L:g, e Fuule
was just @ cuctinn raiser which
saw ug shaking through the
ik ponads or al frmes shash, of
decently high speeds. 11 was

= hore that | il the sump for




the first time zending a clhall
dowen my spine. After i check,
and deducing everything was
whay, we carried on, However
anee e resulis were deelared,
wa were far from julbilant, Lots
of wheelspin, courtesy my en-
thisstastic driving, meant the
oo wosn'l giving us accurste
info about distance teavelled.
I3t sarprise, we hod picked
up penalties aplenty for reach -
Ing early.

The second leg was to start
ai Bhadrash oear the Sangla
byelel power plant and end in
Manali, but a freak land slide
siltdbed another 70 kilomelres o
thie da bn shape of a diversion.
Fven ol this pois we were fail-
ing behind due o odo ermors

frut the S84 deserves a gal an
the buwck. At times we were do-
ing 60 kays on dict and juinps
cime up froan no where! Bal,
il waz just the start, beciuss
we hadd to cross Rohlang pass
in the next leg: The 251km feg
froan Munali o Tabo lad this
popular tourist destination ancd
the roads up to the pass were
hererible. With seconds al stake
for better positions we gunmed
the 5X4 ophill, Thanks 1o the
superh ground clearance we
were abile bo fly bul at ene tuem
o mnss @ shirmdsh with ansother
cormpetitor | swerved leit and
fedt & rock serap the under car-
rlage. The exhaust took the hil.
Milubh being one enthusiastic
mavi, jumped out to the rescue.

~ Raid de Himalaya

the camera

Thanls to U= poodl grosnd clearamce of the $X4, We rarefy had 2 bally wraplig
momamnt - gven while negotinting 1by jumps or m‘!r'ﬂ-}'ﬁin; SERAMs

The Gy psys weve literably Fying! Thamks 1o the short overhangs and uspinh gresmn
tlearance taking sach & rlik wasn't a prehlem for the mmpetitors
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|| Wadia races Ehrpugh the ypforgiving terrnia ta cokm 3tk st n (e Sreme
four wheeér catepory af the end of the ka5t leg

Majer Shaktl Baja), another entry from the ndian Army provided good compitition
to Anll Wadia anid teok 62h spod in the Streme fear wheelers



The Aute BildSR4 Eakes 3 well deserved break at the Baralacha Pass, 5o covered

mawntains and decent roads meant [t was a cynesure o eyes

As | jacked up the car, he weni
undker nnd retrofitted the end can,
Al songh baek in the pee, we
lesst more than 20 minutes,

Leg A saw us heading to Patseo
anel & connple of TOS Lnler we ur-
rived at Tandi, (e lugt paamp for
the mexl 365kms. With (he 5%
filled wp. we headed 1o the anny
camnp, Bad vonds and army move-
ment meant most of the peaple
had difficulties in keeping wpwith
the time, but surprisingly we had
guincd o lot, thanks ta my navi-
gator's new caleulation strategy
and some spirited driving,

The 3t0kms next day would
take us ta Leh and seon oul of
Pataen, we it the climb o Ba-
ralacha La. Another pass and |
dreaded another Rohilang, But o
my surprise the arnoy had made a
superh steelch of tarmac iround
this arce, While we were gradu-
ally elimbing up the ladder with
our poinis, at the top end thero
was i reshaflle in the 1op three
conteslants, While K Prosad had
taken the lead, Jilender Bajwa
who was leading had slipped
imte fourl.

Leg 6 incleded two passes,
Fedu La and Namik La and the
roads lepding up to these are far
from being good making it very
competitive. Just before entering
Leh, o gond tarmac road snakes
theough lowns. On this streteh,
e arganizers threw noreally

Thanks for ihe Raid being special, we
were melcomed at cordomed off areas.
The army camg in Patseo xnd sedn heoe
at the hyded plant near Sangla

fow average spred testing the
patience of every driver.

It is from hers that the Baid
wais Toorganized thanks tothe ten-
siom brewing in J&KE, So instead
of heading to Srinagar, we were
nw hending Lowards Bangdum,
257k nway. This section threw
at competitors problems of the
other kind, [ stll remember it
was o tight right hander and |
came in atspeed just bo stand on
my brakes as the road aliead was
Blocked with stones. We kepl on
going with police protection at
every town, The undevcarciage of
he X4 was now being beal up
frepuently and espeeially because
we: lost time o remove obstacles
en pouide, A Gypsy turmned out with
o smieshied rear windscreen al
Rarmgdum TC resulling in the
return leg being a free run for
Ihe safety of the compeliters,

The final Kargil-Leh stretch
was a free run once again ani
we wore llagmed off at 4 am in -7
degrees. Soon we hit black Lee.
It was like having no steering
or brakes and no matter what
your do, you pre sliding doswn,
Thanklally T got 22 bit of gravel
A Noored it and just few feet
awway [edom the fall Whid we were
considering easiest, happoened (o
e filbed with mare thrill than
amy of the previows legs. Fow
olhers weren'l as lucky a5 we
snw the Gypsy slide steaight
into & stationary truck. Being a
free mun thers weren't any TCs
en roule and we mude it back
1o Lazh with more than an hour
e Hpare,

Ab the end of the day Rajesh
Chalama ook fop spot in cors
followed by Manoj Vaidya and
J5 Bama, Az Tor UV, B Prasad
feok top - draw followed by Lt
Colonel Vijay Bhatti and Amit
¥ulkarni. A= For us we Gnished
9thin cars and came back with
a gool to ael back again and win
it next time,
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The compedition ia the Xirese cat-
epory was rather intense. Om Day
& tor Ingtance, the second and the
third placed contestants Sanket
Shanbagh and Harprit.Singh Bywa
im their Gypsys were separated by
a i seconds, while Capt Amarinder

The in-

dfan Armvy had
participants
In hoth the
Al¥eEniure
and Xireme
cateparies.
Seen fiern is Lt
ol Harprest 5
Sidhi Gackling
an overflowing
stream. He
finishoed 17th In
the SUVs

X-treme update

5 Erar, trailing Bava by another 10
seqonds was rnning feurth.
Hosigver at the end of the day
Suresh Rana teok the tep trophy
in M-treme catepary followed by
Capt & 5 Brar. Harprit Singh Bawa
lingshed third in his Gypsy.

iy B

rate after chaiming the trown

Suresh Rama
In hils Gypsy
hlitzes patt
thimagh
Rangdam In
the Bast leg.
He finlshed
First evnerdil
Im the Hireme
Four whealer
CAtegary

Eeautiful sights like this adorned ihe etire Rald noute. Howerer we were
busy cabeubating speed and awobding obstacles; mat te forget black lce




