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DOES HONDA PROMISE A SIZZLING NEW SEASON?
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TEAM HERO HONDA OVERDRIVE WINS THE RAID DE HIMALA‘I"A
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The Raid de Himalaya is
lofty not merely in terms of
altitude and adventure but
even offers the exaltation

of connecting with fellow
humans while riding and
driving through the most soul
stirring of landscapes and
climes. OVERDRIVE enrolled

for the motorcycle category
this year, winningly, it can
now be said.
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MOTORSPORT

...the Raid is one treasure house of
adventure and challenge that even the most

been taking in the gights of Europe
as pant af my job rather than puaring
ey life om the line, riding the Raid.

My Spary was shatiered but my
Earizma had » chermed life with just a
totalled footrest and ewisted gear bever
o show for the crash, Why, the front
forks showed no trace of the dizaster,

Yogeih Lakhani who eventi-
ally Brished third overall and frstin
Giroup C had gone past and the 34-
second deficie that separated us that
marming nearly oost me my finish.

My 1ale, of course; (5 nor unbgus
singe many dther riders had a variety of
adlventures to relate from che Baid, Ar
the tee-bound parking garage on the way
up 1o Baralacha la, rally leader Bhaskar
Ramini slipped and slid, His stint had
encled and thereon playing the role of
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a traffic policeman he tred eoution.
Ing the fallowing riders. However there
were others who shared o similar fage
a3 Bhaskar. "We pay to get ourselves
finto this, don't we?" snid one wryht

The Patseo Camp feels like the
Sheraton eompared to Camp Shiver
Shiwer at More plains in 2002 Before
we called iva night afrer servicing our
motorcycles in freezing temperatures,
afe ridet dreading the impending ascent
to Baralacha Ia at Gam, gave vene 1o his
feelings, saying, “Yaar, 1hate the srgan
Eiers.” Was it altifude Sickness? Becausse
a mament later he was calling for butter
chicken and nann. Frozen we might have
Been but not 20 frozen as 10 nat burss cut
Inughing. Yes, all the aches and pains fade
magically in such moments - and the Raid
it one glittering treasure house of ndven-

ture and challengs that even the maost hit-
ner cribber comes back o, YRAT after year
The Rakd §s 2 momentous occasion,
aned mnevent far rock stars. Hasd partici-
pants experience the dizzlest of eupho-
rla and & nane second later the deepest
af despair over its B-day course. Mo,
this iz in am oebly quive beyond the 9-0-
5. Like a bover you can't live with or do
witlatat, the Baid has me under spell.
The Gypsy participans drive the
whieehs off their vehicles, eking out pre-
divus seconds at vertigo indwecing 15,000
feet altitudes: A little slip can prove fazl
Sa, the partcipants thoigh mere mor-
tals, do have that something that spurs
them on, call it passion of plain inzandty,
This is ne deal for city-bred posers and
wannabes. Living on the edge however
brings out a tangkble spirinof camarade-



















